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Sir: 

Preliminary Amendment 

This preliminary amendment accompanies a request for 
continued examination (RCE). The preliminary amendment follows 
entry of the claims filed on July 11, 2006 and a telephone conference 
with the Examiner on July 17, 2006 in which the Examiner stated that 
the claims are allowable if the changes presented herein were made. 
Additionally, the Examiner confirmed that all withdrawn dependent 
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claims will be rejoined. The filing of an RCE provides an extension of 
time to complete formalities. 

The listing of the claims begins on page 2 of this paper. The 
Remarks and Conclusion sections appear on page 5 and 6, 
respectively. 
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